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Abstract
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The Impact of Malay-Srivijayan Buddhism on Tibetan Buddhism:

The Stinyata-Bhava Debate between Dharmakirti of Suvarnadvipa and Athisa

AICEAER L “GINERR” AR I 5 R 4 b 2 S Hos 4 H %
WA B SO Z S ZI7E986-10244F 1], == A fli th 1 — A 44 Bl EE AT 2R
T P25 g ME YR 22 KT FR (Dharmakirti of Suvarpadvipa) , W 5| 7445
F1013-10254F AR T LA BN EE B ik sk (AthTsa) S5 Bl JERIRAE X
TR “ERR0” R —PIRIRGEE” , AMEM AR N (GEFRIENTD
— R BARE AL, M0 H IR 104245 32 R A VU R ATR 1 347 1M BE T e T %
WA IR BOCE AL, M B AR R NAT o SR1, A2 S IERRNIR bk
Jh 2 Ja KA 2 RIT 2 18], E7e e —KPTiE “2. 77 B2
JR PR AR X SR fh 2 (R R R0 “MER L ab 2 LI IR AN E Y
WAL L2

This paper aims to reconstruct the philosophical history of Buddhism in
the late Srivijaya and its impact on Tibetan Buddhist philosophy. During the
years 986 to 1024, Srivijaya was a famous Buddhist centre by the effort of
Dharmakirti and fascinated many to study there, including the Bengal prince,
Athisa for his 12-year programme, from 1013 to 1025. The impact of Srivijayan
Dharmakirti’s philosophy was further deepened by Athida when he was invited
by Tibet’s king to promote Buddhist teaching on the region. In spite of the well

reception of Dharmakirti’s philosophy, however, his Yogacara-based Mahayana
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Buddhism was an area of dispute between Athisa and his Tibetan Buddhist
pupils of Madhyamika-based Mahayana Buddhism.

WZENEFESS: BN DRILEHH
The Fading Bodhisatvas: A discussion on Malaysian Chinese Buddhism during
the Qing Dynasty
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W, FHAFEEAEER S NIRRT o BMERAE1904FIEE “HUG 7
WORSE LA, ARIMATIZE P 51 A AR A0 2 i 20025 FE R VE A5 AR AR5 7 20
AR BB
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HAHEASBATRE, HEERDRIGT . KRN T BEICCE AR Z 1
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RS A S, HTTHRSEANBE USSR o i AN AT DA AT 145
W “FHELBRARUEESE SN .

Since the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, the early Chinese Buddhist
Sangha members living in Malacce were those who risked their lives by
breaking the rule of forbidding travelling overseas and ventured into harsh and
align lands to look after the life-and-death matter of early explorers. They went
through about 200 years of hardship and changes, from living in cemeteries and

accepting offerings from locals and ship merchants, to eventually contracting
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local temples and responsible for the profit and loss of these temples. This
in fact was a response to the constrains of local environment to ensure the
continuity of Chinese Buddhism in the largely unexplored land. It was as late
as 1895 that Ven. Miao Lian and other monks went round more than 170 towns
and villages to raise fund to build the first Buddhist temple in the Nanyang —
The Kek Lok Si. Even after the investiture of the Kek Lok Si in 1904 by the
Qing dynasty, monks who propagated the Dhamma in Nanyang always had to
take into consideration the life style and educational standard of the devotees
living in Nanyang then. When we reflect on the Chinese Sangha members
doing Dhamma propagation during this period, we would realize that most of
them are unknown, with many of them very well cultivated but had produced
little written works. To cater to the illiterate society at the time, these Sangha
members had to get involved in chanting, setting up companies to invest in
properties, and even playing acrobatic tricks and running zoos. They did almost
everything so that they could get into the hearts of the masses, and established
the financial strength and social influence of Chinese Buddhism in the local
environment. Their contribution cannot be underestimated. Later people may
make a conclusion for them thus, “The hearts of Boddhisatvas cannot be judged

by the books written.”

£33 SV N IREE ik

Globalization — its Impact on Malaysian Buddhism
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This paper begins with a description on how Malaysian Buddhism is
being globalized by the entry of several foreign based Buddhist organizations
into Malaysia. It is observed that this scenario has brought about a greater
awakening of Buddhism in Malaysia. On the other hand, there are some
negative effects but fortunately these are well managed.

The later part of this paper discusses how economic globalization has also
brought about cultural imperialism and alienation of humanity. It is noted that
cultural imperialism and alienation of humanity have created a negative impact
on the development of Malaysian Buddhism. The paper ends by summarising
the challenges posed by globalization into four, i.e. marginalization of practice,
McDonaldization of enlightenment, commercialization of temples and

alienation of monks.

ETEEILEDRATHLRE

Brief Analysis on Development of Malaysia Foguangshan

BEMBISIREGIL, 25 F40E55 7, Ffpg “HOtER="T%, &
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TR DB NG ISR E o IR S BRI LR 20018] ) )
JGiEYy, EI 1000 G2, EMEHER2ER. BRI Ly
6L E A SRR 7L KRS B E AR, &
L205F %5 17, AR R VG AR s D AT 2503 T K, WAL T BRI 201H] 1Y)
W GIE S LA L2006 70 25 o BRI B G &5 7 = AN B Be—— 2
W, SO RRE W, 1RSI BRI R R LR .

Master Hsing Yun, the founder of Foguangshan, took almost about 40 years

to establish this organization. The Foguangshan devotees embrace the idea:
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“Buddha’s light shines upon the three thousand worlds and the Dharma stream
flows across the five continents” and the objectives: “To Propagate Dharma
Through Cultural Undertakings, To Nature Talents Through Education,To
Benefit Society Through Charity, To Purify Human Minds Through Group
Cultivation” of Foguangshan. Nowadays, Foguangshan has around 200 temples
and 1000 Buddha’s Light International Associations in the world. Foguangshan
has propagated the dharma around the world. Malaysia Foguangshan, is an
important branch which tries to follow the idea and development through the
same objective. Malaysia Foguangshan succeeded to propagate dharma for 20
years. It established about 20 branches of temple and 20 branches of Buddha’s
Light International Associations. Malaysia Foguangshan developed through 3
periods as follows: period infancy, period foundation, and period stable. After

the 3 periods, Foguangshan began to get deep rooted.

DRAEL S EBHSHF IR BIRAER
An Initial Investigation of Development for Dhamma Classes Organised by

Malaysia Buddhist Association in Small Town

AFEUARBIAR TN, R0 2 B E b I R R R L
A&, AT T B b B 2 Fo Bl BIE AR 8 v o T 0 1 [ A R B ol
HABGEEM, TRoRRBSE, RIS fh ARk, BRI 1 ik s 72
FRATRIERE S, AEEAT DR R BBAERTE ERAE AR 5
i, & VAR KR, —BEISR, SR MEEI 1T 2T
o A A B R A A

—U BN RS SRR AR, WA BT M. BT M
I HE AR LLAE G HFRFRESE, Wb P R 7 LA
MDES SHAS K EERE. ARSCLIARSE M B X Oz % 57 M ek
T BX T 2 BB W FIENR A%, RIS E B M=t
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AR A DL . TS PR TR R R PR T VR SRR e B o A SR AR
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The objective of this case study is to investigate the development and
ecology of Dhamma classes organised by Buddhist Association. The study
focuses on the problem faced by these Dhamma classes and their prospect.
Buddhism is not merely emphasizes faith but also practice, therefore believe
in Buddhism also known as learning Buddhism. Buddhism spreading process
cannot be separated from Buddhist education. Buddhism in Peninsula Malaya
has gone through different stages of development since brought in during Asoka
era. Currently, Buddhism in Malaysia has emerged in multifaceted appearance;
Buddhist association also has been founded throughout the nation.

Some of the Buddhist associations organise Dhamma classes to attract
younger generation. Normally, the daily activities in Buddhist association are
tailored for adults and elderly people, therefore Dhamma classes become an
important channel for children and teenager to join the association. The samples
for this study consisted of Jimah Buddhist Association and Sitiawan Buddhist
Association. Investigation has been done to reveal the development process,
problem faced, solution and prospect in future for Dhamma classes. Interviews
and data analysis was used to describe the development of Dhamma classes.
The findings will help to improve the operation of Dhamma classes in future.

Two approaches, namely, curriculum and time-serial were used to
investigate the development of Dhamma classes. These approaches were used
as measure for the improvement of Dhamma classes and their main problems

faced.
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The Influences of the Venerable Zhu Mo on Malaysian Buddhism

TRV AE B R e, ISR AEVE BVEIT (340-422) HHRZRZAIA

T, BAEeZ M, BoNH, B RANEN . DUEBRZIUIRE 2& A

HoRVENE, JE I e N, BT . RN R, )

SEA KRERIT (1890-1947) FHPIV5I], JaA BRBGEIT (1878-1953) fEHE

W RSP IR AL L, dA R IE T BE I AE R 2 % I8 Yy, 235 Ak

Jii (1895-1954) KYEGA:, VENIEIN (2 -1951) FWAbPFaE, AXEEL N
(1913-2002) BhEIMEHAE .

ARILCA=ANHEFRIGR R — ZEEERINAE. = AR AR
HZREUE. = BRI DR P DAL R . A B R H
GORLEAE . SCERAG RN, 3R g 52 A SR o b 2 7

A CLEARR T, BHLH A2 BEIR T By ok 78 DA% Bk B 2
SR A, JCHR M AR A B AR KM B AT A 2 A
70, REUEMN. R, MH—-THR, sib 23ISR
b Bt B OB JORE, TR ok A e 2 sk, BLikJE
3 RE A R K AE D TR 2 S R A oA 2T

The development of Chinese Buddhism in Malaysia can be said to be
as ancient as when Ven. Fa Xian (340-422) promulgated the Dharma there
at one time on his way back to China from India through Java and the Strait
of Malacca in Indonesia. Chinese Buddhism was transmitted to Malaysia at
that time. Later, the transmission of Islam took the place of Buddhism. Over
the recent six decades, there was firstly Master Tai Xu (1890-1947), who
led a group to come to visit. Later, Ven. Yuan Ying (1878-1953) held a Full
Ordination Ceremony at the Temple of Bliss at Penang, followed by venerables
one after another who passed by Malaysia but established Dharma centers.

Next, Ven. Ci Hang (1895-1954) stayed permanently there to promote the

15
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Dharma; Ven. Fa Fang (?-1951) gave Dharma discourses all over the places,
and Ven. Zhu Mo (1913-2002) helped establish Buddhist education.

This article narrates from three perspectives: firstly, the biographical
information of Ven. Zhu Mo; secondly, Ven. Zhu Mo’s writings and creative
works of art; and thirdly, the influences of Ven. Zhu Mo on Chinese Buddhism
in Malaysia. The methods this article adopts mainly are the collection of
information, the investigation of literature in retrospect, the oral narration of
history, and analysis of historical documents.

By means of academic methodology, the author attempts at a study
which presents a complete view of the influences of Ven. Zhu Mo on Chinese
Buddhism in Malaysia and which in particular presents the aspects of the
venerable’s emphasis on the education of the monastics, the art of Buddhism,
and Buddhist culture. The author, in an objective academic stance, has made
use of firsthand materials to faithfully present the mental journey of an eminent
Malaysian monk of Chinese Buddhism. The historical materials as organized in
this paper about the historical figures of Buddhism in Malaysia should enable
learners of later times to emulate the lofty spirits of eminent monks of great

virtues who have made great contributions to Buddhism.

& EEIR X K B A2 5 ad STk
— U EBHFRENFERRENZE I AERBR
The Contribution of Ven. Chok Mor to Malaysian Chinese Buddhism — The
Influence of Malaysian Buddhist Institute over the Vegetarian Lodges As

Objective of Investigation

197043 H3H, #ELBEEIN (1913-2002) Z80EIMARIEEI 2 T, Bk
5 STV 2 o A A0 0 R v 0 b i & KR IE SO 76 RO IRZ S S
A EEVE T AT S =B O Be G, IR B RsE B4R &5 SERmaE,
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b U0 BN S B HEE 5iaE, BAEAE SR B 5k
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AT SR>, BT SR M. E Skl
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On March 3, 1970, under the leadership of Ven. Chok Mor and other
monks, the Malaysian Buddhist Institute started its classes at the premises of
the Malaysian Buddhist Association. The Ven. Chok Mor has since served as
its Principal and conducted classes by himself. For a few decades, he dedicated
himself to the operation of the Institute as well as teaching, including going to
different parts of the peninsular to recruit students. This exploratory contribution
had contributed to the development of Chinese Sangha education in Malaysia.
During the inception of the Institute, most students of the institute came
from Vegetarian Lodges and Nunneries. By providing systematic and formal
Buddhist education, Malaysian Chinese Buddhism began to absorb youngster
of vegetarian lodges and nunneries to its fold. Many of these students, after
graduation and ordination, returned to their places, followed Buddhist practices
and made their places more Buddhistic. Through the Malaysian Buddhist
Institute, Ven. Chok Mor was able to absorb what was originally folk practices
of Vegetarianism into Buddhism, and expanded the influence of Buddhism to
the masses. Through oral interviews with those concern and searching through
the files, this paper takes a glimpse at the direct influence of Ven. Chok Mor and
Malaysian Buddhist Institute on Malaysian Chinese Buddhism, and attempts to

17
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provide a footnote to his honor as “Father of Malaysian Chinese Buddhism”.

ETEERIDBHZEAY

A Brief Analysis on Ven. Chok Mor’s Perspective of Buddhist Arts

BRI — AR D B O BTk, A BERES R i = 2R K R,
VEN— LR E ERA S, B E S ERNRR? RO
FEIEIT R B BEEAR M =5, BIZAR R MM EE. 2R S5 0%
AHEAL, PLEERANRBACEH . B, LRI R ZEAR %R
HE, EAELLAMERERI TR, Bl e R HmafEe, 2E 4
DOy TR O, M ZRGWEA L, —RIEREERNH
FOARTE, e ZRB A TS AR AT M 22 S MR NTI TR, =22
RS S P BAR RO, X H RN NFRR TR0, L
difty. TF SEERIIOEE S, BRI ROG R BRI AR
REAMIRFE S M. B, ZEEEEIMSRIA ZARA & HRE S, ML “ZR
R JARAIBT R . (IR ED RIB T RKIE” IBE ok “ LIk
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Ven. Chok Mor dedicated his entire to Buddhism. He is well acknowledged
as a talented monk who is skilled in poems, calligraphy and painting. As a
monk well versed in arts, how does he view the relationship between Buddhism
and arts? This paper divided his perspectives of Buddhist arts into three parts,
namely, arts as a skillful means of (preaching) the Dhamma, there are common
grounds for arts and Buddhism, and arts cannot displace religion. Firstly, Ven.
Chok Mor treats arts as a skillful means of the Dhamma, a tool meant for
preaching the Dhamma, hence his artistic works are mostly based on Buddhist
themes. Secondly, he believes that there are common grounds between arts

and Buddhism. Both have the same objective of pursuing truth, goodness and
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beauty; the therapeutic and soothing effect of arts can serve as an elementary
skill to learn the Dhamma. Furthermore, the appreciation of arts and the
meditative state of Zen are the same, both are capable of leading to a higher
state of supramundane mental development. In particular poems and Zen may
be fused beautifully: the inspiration of poems can catch the traces of Zen, and
the liberation in Zen can bring the state of poems to a higher level. Lastly, Ven.
Chok Mor emphasizes that arts cannot displace religion. He uses the argument
that “the realization in arts is only momentary but the practice of religion
(referring to Buddhism) is eternal” to counter the “replacing religion with
arts” argument of Cai Yuan Bei. Based on the above, it may be said that Ven.
Chok Mor is a Buddhist monk who understands and uses arts from a Buddhist

standpoint.

MAEX “FHE—K" HI5AH

Ji Cheng’s Propaganda on “Tea and Chan are of One and the Same Taste”

MEEES “BURM” , UONRSHER A SUEN A, T HERES
YO FERFHOC, WAHES AR o ASCRL “IRA—R” (B K
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WEFURIL, AUMIRIZR RO “IRM—IR” FFIRRR IR SRR, 262
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Ji Cheng named himself as “tea-sipping monk” and believed that the
principle of tea and Chan can be connected and propagated. He wrote more
than 40 proses on tea over the last 20 years with strong proposition for “tea and
Chan are of one and the same taste”. This paper uses the thought of “tea and
Chan are of one and the same taste” to examine Ji Cheng’s expression on “tea
and Chan are of one and the same taste”. This paper also divides his writings
on tea into early and later phases to investigate two aspects: Firstly, to study
his situation on learning the art of tea, including what he has learnt from teapot
maintenance, making tea and sipping tea for balancing the body and mind; how
he has expressed daily life’s common sentiment with tea; and finally how the
“place of having tea” has become his poetic home for life-long refuge. Secondly,
to examine his proses on tea matter. The research discovered that there was no
concrete experience and opinion on “tea and Chan are of one and the same taste”
in the early phase of his writing. Ji Cheng likes to drink tea, which also make
him buy and maintain the teapots, which caused some criticism from others.
Hence the proses at this stage were written with the purpose of explaining
himself. The proses have the characteristic of point of view, argument, and
demonstration. Simulation and rhetorical question were uniquely used in the
proses. They were imbedded with satires and humour which are in contrast to
his great number of proses which were rather plain and meant for preaching.
In the latter phase of tea matter writing, Ji Cheng has pointed the way on how
to achieve “tea and Chan are of one and the same taste” and has managed to
have a sound grip on the concept. Chan’s language and Chan’s gong’an were
frequently used in the writings. He expresses his emotion and argument flatly
and volubly. Ji Cheng’s propaganda on “tea and Chan are of one and the same

taste” manifests a heritage of a Chan monk from the Chan sect of Buddhism.
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The Confucianist-Buddhist-Taoist Spirit in the Painting of Nanyang — A

Discussion on Zhong Zheng Shan’s Portraits

i A e T2 O IR N, 9 2P s (5 1) B 2 e 78
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RS, K A8 B AR Rl A 0 B RB AR ?

Buddhism came from Da Yue (present day north west China) into China
during the 2nd BC. Since then Buddhist paintings with strong characteristics
of western lands have undergone a long process of interaction and “Han”
nization, and by the time of the Tang dynasty, have been completely integrated
with Chinese philosophy and arts, culminating in a new ethnic characteristic
in Chinese painting. In terms of creativity, skill, theme and content, Buddhist
paintings have contributed to the transition and popularity of traditional Chinese
painting. Wang Wei of Tang dynasty innovated the “Zen painting”’; The scholars
of Song dynasty transformed it to personality painting, making it imbued with
literature, philosophy and making it more soothing. After the Ming and Qing
dynasties, personality painting reflected the contemporariness, after having

been influenced by Western arts and absorbing foreign skills and creative
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thoughts. During the first half of the 20th Century, personality paintings were
brought into Nanyang by the immigrant Chinese painters. This paper intends to
discuss how, based on traditional Chinese aesthetic values, several generation
of painters attempt to absorb elements of Western arts, integrating the local
plural cultural characteristics, breakthrough the traditional framework, and
creating Nanyang paintings that depict traits of the tropical land. How painters
of Nanyang, while preserving the essence of traditional personality paintings,
uses personality painting of Taoists and Buddhists to convey the Enlightenment
of Buddhism, and the creative thoughts in the integration of Confucianism

Buddhism Taoism. This will also be discussed.

HESEENDEEHEC: UTBERE XX AN R
Mahua Buddhist Prose of Zaidao and Yanzhi: A Case Study of Kek Lian Wah’s
Prose Writings

AIAERAEN “BOE” 5 “FE” WMOCEEITREORTE, DRI SR
BOCAME R ZRIL: — A ERAT M id, S1FRBZERREH
B 53— R HC BB m, AL B IR EZ Gil. A
SCUAGAR I IR FSEEBOONIT I R, MR EE S 5 B S R HE
SCH AR5 R -

This article implicates the condition of Mahua Buddhist prose writing with
the literary terminology of Zhou Zuoren, namely “zaidao” (conveying tao) and
“yanzhi” (expressing one’s will). It refers the former to the prose with obvious
religious purpose to elaborate Buddhism, and the latter to the works which
reflect the impact of Buddhist culture and thought but do not aim to promote
the religious teachings. Taking the creative prose works by Kek Lian Wah as a
case study, this article discusses the performances and achievements of Mahua

Buddshist prose of both zaidao and yanzhi aspects.
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The Use of Analogy in the Lyrics and Verses of
Ven. Chi Chern’s Buddhist Hymns
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Ven. Chi Chern has made significant contribution to the composition of
Buddhist hymns. He has composed many Buddhist hymns and proclaimed
himself a messenger in popularising local Buddhist hymns. His works are
full of Buddhist philosophy yet do not lose the beauty of literature, especially
in the use of analogy. Lamps and seas often appear in his Buddhist hymns.
Lamps symbolize the dispelling of darkness of ignorance and the brightness of
wisdom; the seas represent vastness and depth. The use of analogy enables him

to express the meaning of his hymns clearly and distinctively.

W DRI AR R E
A Study on Chinese Buddhist Magazines — A Case Study on Buddhist Digest
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BRI SR G, PR S OO — TN, B TR T
Tl Im AR R = T 5 5 TR . TR E MG, FEAIE TS B KT 5
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Ry BHIRR TR A LA FIR MR KRR Z 0], H N AR E A
Mo ASCHNLL (BRBCTHE) e, Etoxk H DA B T ) S AR A 2
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While taking root and propagating, Buddhism in Malaysia also engaged
in cultural activities. Hence, Buddhists in Kelantan started the Buddhist Digest
in 1972, and published 12 volumes before stopping in 1974 due to changes in
persons in charge. 4 years later it was republished, and had since published
more than a hundred volumes over a period of more than 30 years. When it was
republished, there was only one other Chinese Buddhist magazine in Malaysia
— the Everlasting Light, which was brought into Malaysia by Ven. Chok Mor
who immigrated from Macao. Hence, Buddhist Digest may be considered the
first Chinese Buddhist periodical started by locals, and its also the one with the
longest history. Periodicals are different from activities reports or magazines of
short essays. The Buddhist Digest, with the objectives of “Collecting Excellent
Articles to Build the Great Wall of Protection of the Dhamma”, sets itself to
collect good articles on Buddhism from various parts of the world. This is its
uniqueness. This incidentally also resolves the difficulty of getting Buddhist
articles as often faced by other publishers. However, due to objective element of
readership, the periodical had, without compromising on its original objectives,
to make adjustment after its republication. He periodical, while collecting
excellent articles form various sources, also provided special columns for local
writers to express their talents, as a way to increase the popularity of its content.
This paper will attempt to discuss the development of the periodical, and to

provide a preliminary study on the sources and contents of the articles used.
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Globalization

— its Impact on Malaysian Buddhism
mAng Choo Hongms

Introduction

Buddhism has been a globalizing force ever since its advent in India
more than 2500 year ago. During the time of the Buddha, Buddhism spread
across a vast part of northern India, which was than a conglomeration of many
different countries of diverse language and political background, in what is
today's equivalent of a globalizing phenomenon. Later, during the time of
Emperor Asoka, its globalizing influence was extended to countries like Sri
Lanka, Suvarnabhumi'”, Afghanistan, Egypt, Syria and even Greece and North
Africa™ . Later still, the spread of Buddhism to Central Asia and China, and
then Korea and Japan was a spectacular event in human history that brought
about great transformation to the civilizations of these countries.

Recent development of economic globalization, characterized by
borderless transaction of capitals, goods and services, and speedy transmission

of information through the ICT, has provided a new impetus for Buddhism to

1 The exact location of Suvarnabhumi or Land of Gold has always been a subject of
debate.

2 See 2500 Years of Buddhism, Edited by P.V. Bapat. Published by the Publication
Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India. Pg 59.
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globalize itself further. Many Buddhist organizations and movements, which
were originally confined to their countries of origin, are now taking Buddhism
to every corner of the earth. As a result, many foreign Buddhist organizations
are now appearing in the Malaysian scene.

Economic globalization also brought about new challenges to the
development of Malaysian Buddhism. Cultural imperialism and alienation of
human values are two of such challenges, which are gradually changing the

landscape of Malaysian Buddhism.

Being Globalized

We shall first examine Malaysia as a receiving party of this globalizing
phenomenon.

In June 1983, the Young Buddhist association of Malaysia organized a
Dhamma assembly in Taiping. Ven. Shin Yun of Foguangshan, Taiwan, was
invited to preside over the assembly" . This was his third visit to Malaysia.
Since then, many centres of Foguangshan were established in Malayisa. By
1996, the headquarter of Foguangshan Malaysia, known as Dongzen Temple,
was established in Jenjarum, Selangor. Today, the Foguangshan is considered
the biggest foreign based Buddhist organization in Malaysia.

The Tzu-Chi Buddhist Merit Society founded by Ven. Chen Yan of Taiwan
also made entry into Malaysia in the early 1990s. Officially its first centre was
established in Malacca in 1995. It now has a big followings in Malaysia with
centres all over the country.

Later, the Fagushan founded by Ven. Shen Yan, also of Taiwan, also

3 See 15th Anniversary Souvenir Magazine of Young Buddhist Association of

Malaysia.
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attracted some followings in Malaysia. They established the Dharma Drum
Mountain Buddhist Information Centre in 1999.

The Jin Zhong, or commonly referred to as the Amitabha group, led by
Ven. Chin Kong of Taiwan, also has a number of centres in Malaysia.

Meanwhile, several Vajrayana groups, mostly headquartered in India, also
exercise great influence over the Malaysian Buddhists and successfully set up
a number of centres in Malaysia. By 2002, the Vajrayana Buddhist Council of
Malaysia was set up*'.

Some Theravada groups, such as the Pak-Au Monastery based in
Myanmar, have also conducted activities in Malaysia"', but their impact is
limited at this moment.

One of the most important effects of this phenomenon is the greater
awakening of Buddhism in Malaysia. These global organizations, with greater
resources, better experiences and globally-connected organizational support,
were able to attract more followers than the home-grown organizations. This
has undoubtedly help to bring Buddhism to more people. Furthermore, the fact
that each of these globally based organizations were striving to provide the
best in order to attract followers, has generated two important and essential
ingredients for development and growth, i.e., competition and learning from
others. Competition, whether open or hidden, acknowledged or denied, is a
motivating force for continuous improvement, and hence development. While

the globally based organizations are learning from each other, the home-

4 For a chronological development of Vajrayana groups in Malaysia, please refer to
Appendix A. (Information supplied by Vajrayana Buddhist Council of Malaysia)

5 Pak-Au Monastery has a strategic alliance with a leading local Buddhist
organization the Buddhist Missionary Society Malaysia (BMSM) (founded by
Ven. Dr. K. Sri Dhammananda) whereby a senior meditation master from Pak-Au
is invited to reside at the BMSM’s Dhammavijaya Meditation and Retreat Centre

to teach meditation.
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grown organizations are also learning from them. The net outcome is a greater
awakening of Buddhism with more people attracted to Buddhism'®' .

On the other hand, there are also negative effects. One of the negative
effects is the exclusive allegiance of followers to their own groups to the
extent of dissociating themselves from Buddhists of other groups or worst still,
disparaging Buddhists of other groups. Such allegiance is a characteristic of
many global organizations, which are firmly founded on idolization of their
respective supreme leaders.

Even if these groups do not mean to be exclusive or to disparage one
another, the mere existence of several groups within a locality can bring about
strain relationship at times. This is particularly so when these groups tap on the
same resources, human and financial, when organizing their activities.

There are now several Buddhist groups within a single campus, something
quite beyond our comprehension a decade ago. One would expect that
undergraduates of the same campus and of the same faith would be together in
prayer, service and activities, but this is not the case'”' .

One must also note that some of these groups, such as Foguangshan, Tzu-
Chi and Fagushan, have openly declared themselves as new sects of Buddhism.
Sectarian division is a characteristic of Japanese Buddhism" , each operating
on its own as if they are different religions. Sectarian division later appeared
in Taiwan, and now has been imported into Malaysia. Fortunately, the advent

of different groups and sects in Malaysia has not given rise to sectarianism. In

6  The greater awakening may be inferred from the large turnout at Buddhist

festivals, public lectures and Dhamma assemblies.

7  The author went to the Multimedia University recently to give a Dhamma talk
organised by the University’s Buddhist Society and found that the Tzu-Chi Youths
were having another “sharing session” just next door.

8  See Understanding Japanese Buddhism, Published by Japan Buddhist Federation,
1978.
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fact, different groups representing different schools (Mahayana, Theravada,
Vajrayana), different ethnic groups and different language media were able
to work together under the umbrella of Malaysian Buddhist Consultative
Council® . This is perhaps due to the pluralistic background of Malaysia - the
plural society is simply good in handling this kind of situation.

The influx of globally based organizations into Malaysia is, however, not
limited to genuine Buddhist organizations alone. Other globally based pseudo
-Buddhist groups are also tapping the Malaysian market, so to say. These
pseudo-Buddhists groups, based in Taiwan, Canada, India, USA and Japan,
were able to divert a significant number of Buddhists to their camps. They
have the same strength as the other genuine global Buddhist organizations, i.e.,
well endowed with resources, better experiences and globally-connected. They
established good connection with some leaders of local ruling political parties,
perhaps as a way of securing recognition as genuine Buddhist organizations.
Their presence has posed a great challenge to the development of Buddhism as
they adulterated the orthodox teachings of the Buddha and drawing away some
Buddhists from Buddhism.

It may be noted that most globally based organizations, whether Buddhists
or pseudo-Buddhists, are based in economically more advanced countries like

Taiwan and Japan, with Taiwan-based organizations gaining stronger foothold

9  The Malaysian Buddhist Coordination Committee was formed in March 2000 with
Ven. Chi Huang of Malaysian Buddhist Association (MBA) as Chairman and Ang
Choo Hong of Buddhist Missionary Society as (BMSM) Secretary. The members
then were Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia, Persatuan Penganut Agama
Buddha Foguang Malaysia, Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merit Society, United Karma Kagyu
[Vajrayana] Federation of Malaysia (UKKF), Sasana Abhiwurdhi Wardhana
Society, MBA and BMSM. UKKF withdrew itself in 2002 in favour of Vajrayana
Buddhist Council of Malaysia. The Committee was renamed Malaysian Buddhist
Consultative Council in 2007.
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in Malaysia due to similarity of language (Chinese) used. Japanese and Korean
Buddhist organizations have brought Buddhism to USA and South America
(mostly to immigrant Japanese and Koreans) but their inroad to Malaysia is
much less successful, due perhaps to the language barrier.

India is an exception. It is not an economically advanced country,
and hence their organizations are less resourceful. However, Indian based
organizations managed to globalize themselves by going out to countries
like Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan. Their main intention is not so much to
exert their Dhammic influence but more in tapping the support of financially

wealthier Buddhists in these countries.

Globalizing

How about Malaysia’s contribution to global Buddhism? Malaysian
Buddhism has the advantage of English language proficiency in bringing
Buddhism to the world (an advantage often mentioned by Ven, Shin Yun), but
is relatively less resourceful when compared with their Taiwan counterparts,
and is hindered by an absence of Buddhist education in schools. The absence of
formal Buddhist education in schools means that it is much harder for Malaysia
to produce world class Buddhist leaders who can eventually venture to the
outside world. Under such circumstances it is of no surprise that Malaysia’s
contribution to global Buddhism is rather limited. Thus far, there has been no
Malaysian based organization that has established any significant influence
overseas.

However, it may be noted that the works of the late Ven. K. Sri
Dhammananda (though originated from Sri Lanka, he has resided in Malaysia

most of his life) have some significant contribution to the spread of the
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Dhamma to many parts of the world. His books have been translated into 16
languages and distributed worldwide'” . However, he did not attempt to build a
“Buddhist Empire” like what many other great masters have done.

Malaysian Buddhists are well known for their generosity. They would lend
a helping hand to anyone in any parts of the world when the need arises. Their
financial contributions towards building temples and funding temple-run charity
organizations in other parts of the world, notably India and Nepal, are often
sought by foreign Buddhist organizations. They are also well known in helping
victims of natural disasters in many parts of the world"" . This is perhaps the

little contribution of Malaysian Buddhism to the global Buddhist development.

Cultural Imperialism

The entry of foreign based Buddhist and pseudo-Buddhist organizations
into Malaysia has no doubt change the landscape of Malaysian Buddhism.
However, there is another aspect, i.e., the direct impact of economic
globalization upon Malaysian Buddhism, which must be examined. We shall
now take a look at how economic globalization is subtly changing the landscape
of Malaysian Buddhism.

As a result of economic globalization, cultures are also globalized. The
local cultures of many societies now face the challenge of being swallowed up

by the perceived superior culture of the west, or more precisely, the American

10  For a more detailed description on the life and work of K. Sri Dhammananda, see K.
Sri Dhammananda Pictorial Retrospect by Benny Liow. BGF Publication.

11 For example, the Buddhist Misionary Society Malaysia, Young Buddhist
Association of Malaysia, Tzu-chi Buddhist Merits Society and Foguang Malaysia
offered financial and physical aids to victims of Nargis Cyclone in Myanmar and

victims of Sichuan earthquake in China in 2008.

91



92

B[O 5 BT A SR P 0 4 M

culture. This culture is economically driven, and hence its value system is
quite different from the traditional value system found in the culture of oriental
society.

Aided by ICT and powerful financial patronage, the western world
successfully spread a belief that their culture is superior and other cultures are
inferior. They make those who are unable to cope up with their culture to feel
inferior. Those who feel inferior then turn away from their antecedent culture
and adopt the culture of the west. As a result, the culture of the west quickly
swept through the globe. This is cultural imperialism.

When the antecedent cultural elements, such as values, world views,
customs, traditions, rites, eating habits, dress codes, language are being replaced
by the imperial culture of the west, the religion of the antecedent cultural
group would be challenged. For example, in a culture that values “fast” and
“efficiency”, wouldn’t people find it hard to dedicate a whole day to observe
eight precepts, or meditation? In a culture that values “brand”, “style”, “fashion”,
wouldn’t the Buddhist value of simplicity and purity find no place? In a culture
that commonly uses Christian names wouldn’t Buddhist names be out of place?

What is worst, when people give up their antecedent culture to embrace
the imperial culture, there is a great tendency that they will also give up their
antecedent religion. This is because there is no reason for them to hold on to
their antecedent religion which promotes many values that are incongruent to
the new culture that they now embrace. In fact, there is good reason for them to
embrace Christianity — a religion of that imperial culture.

Perhaps partly due to the above reason, many traditional Buddhists-Taoists
left Buddhism. The traditional Buddhists-Taoists population of Malaysian
Chinese dropped from 90% in 1980 to 86% in 2000"” .

12 For a more detailed discussion on this subject, see Ang Choo Hong: Religious Life

in Contemporary Society. Published by Buddhist Missionary Society Malaysia.
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Some Buddhist organizations, are adopting some of the practices of the
imperial culture, so as to be seen to be modern and attractive. So instead of
saying “paying homage to the Buddha” they say “union with the Buddha!”
Instead of thrifty and simplicity, they adopt elaborate and fashionable approach
in undertaking their projects and activities. Some monks, instead of putting
palms together as a form of greeting, shake hands of others, including women.
They must somehow adopt, or surrender to, some approaches of the western
culture in order to keep up to the demand of the present time.

In line with the approach of the western culture, some monks are portrayed
as celebrity, very much like film stars of Hollywood. Their organizations and
followers carefully planed and fashioned an image for them, through the use
of mass media like TV, newspapers and publications. Followers proudly used
Hollywood terms like “handsome”, “funny” to describe their masters, and
of course peppered with some Buddhist terms like “enlightened”, “wise and
compassionate”.

The wasteful, consumer driven value system of the imperial culture is
now apparent among many Buddhist organizations, particularly those coming
from foreign countries. While on the one hand, these organizations preach
environmental conservation, saying that it is a Buddhist practice, on the other
hand, they spend lavishly when organizing activities (like spending a huge sum
for opening ceremony gimmick) and piling up heaps of paper cups and plates
after each event. They apparently do not see the contradiction of their preaching
and practice.

Of course, this is not to say that there is nothing worth learning from
the western culture. The critical issue is how do Buddhists adjust and adapt

themselves to the onslaught of a new culture without sacrificing their original

2002. PP 143-156.
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and valuable culture, while at the same time upholding the Dhamma.

Alienation of Humanity

Economic globalization spins around the axis of liberalization, borderless
and limitless transaction. The whole basis of this economy is based on
arousing and exploiting human greed. Globalization is therefore aptly called
Greedabalization by some.

Greed is part of human nature and has always existed in human society.
However, under the pretext of globalization, greed is now exploited to the
fullest and even institutionalized. Many financial instruments are now created,
not so much as to generate goods and services but more to induce people to
make quick bucks out of borrowed or virtual capital. This is casino economy
and is a form of institutionalised greed. As a result of this, “greed” has taken the
centre stage of all human affairs.

Hitherto, human beings have always occupied the centre stage in all
worldly affairs. With the advent of Greedabalization, that centre position is now
taken over by “greed” or “money”. Humanity has been alienated.

This alienation of humanity means that traditionally cherished human
qualities such as love, compassion, generosity, truthfulness, mutual respect...
are now marginalized. What is more cherished now are money, wealth, fame,
social status..., or in short, greed.

This alienation of humanity posed a great challenge to Buddhism.
Buddhism is a humanistic religion. It upholds the supremacy and dignity of
the human race. It advocates the development of human qualities to the highest
level. This human-centred approach of Buddhism is in contrast to the greed-

centred approach of the present greedabalized world. The two are diametrically
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opposite and are not likely to be reconciled.

Yet many Buddhist leaders and organizations do not see this. They seem to
succumb themselves to greedabalization without even aware of it. In Malaysia,
and for that matter in many other countries, Buddhists now proudly talk
about the “success” or “achievement” of Buddhism in terms of the size of the
temples, the length and height of the Buddha statue, and the wealth of Buddhist
organizations. Even for Dhamma talks, people often talk about how big or how
grand the gathering was, rather than discussing what was preached.

While lay people openly chase after the 4C of modern life (Cash, Credit

[13] In

card, Condo, Car), monastics are also, albeit quietly, doing the same
addition, some Malaysian monks go for one more C, a Malaysian specialty
called Conferment — conferment of royal titles! (Though without much
success)!' .

In Japan, Taiwan and China, some monks proudly owned the latest models
of BMW and Mercedes, and are chauffer-driven. Some of the monks even have
body guards! I do not know of any Malaysian monk having body guards, yet. In
Japan, some monks are so wealthy that they owned ships and banks!

It is interesting to know that many Buddhists do not see anything wrong
with the greedablization that is happening to their masters. In fact, they even

15
t[ ]

feel very proud of that ™. These followers have been taught greedabalization

rather than Buddhism by their masters.

All these phenomena represent a worship of greed, instead of worship of

13 A Ven. Ming Yi of Singapore recently admitted in court that he has many of these
4Cs and argued that this is part of the modern life!

14 Ven. Chok Mor was conferred the title of Dato’ by the Governor of Penang. As far
as | know he did not seek the title but was conferred in recognition of his service.
Conferment and “seeking conferment” must be differentiated.

15 Some leaders of pseudo-Buddhist groups show off their expansive Rolex watches

and Rolls Royce cars and are well received by their supporters.
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the Buddha. The alienation of humanity has infected Buddhism. Buddhism now

faces the problem of alienating itself from the Dhamma.

The Challenges

Prof. Yu Xiang Zhou of Taiwan aptly pointed out that as a result of

0% These four

globalization, Buddhism now faces four major challenges
challenges are apparent now in the Malaysian scene.

First, marginalization of cultivation. The emphasis on spiritual
cultivation has taken a back stage. Buddhists now are more interested in
social and recreational activities which pampered their senses, rather than
honest cultivation. In Malaysia, while more and more people are interested in
Buddhism, only a small number are interested in spiritual cultivation. More and
more monks, too, are “running around here and there” (to quote the late Ven. K.
Sri Dhammananda) instead of devoting more time to spiritual cultivation.

Second, McDonaldization of Enlightenment. The “instant mee” value
acquired through globalization is inducing the public to expect instant or quick
result. Many people are not patient enough to learn and practice over a long
period of time. To cater to this “instant mee” value of the public, more and more
masters are offering quick enlightenment. This is a form of alienation.

Third, Commercialization of temples. One cannot deny that there had
always been some form of commercial activities within the temple. These
activities are necessary to sustain the main role of the temple as a place of

[17]

learning and worship™ . This has never been an issue. However, when greed

16 See You Xiang Zhou: Buddhism and Globalization: Alienation? Paradigm? Paper
presented at the First World Buddhist Forum. Hangzhou. 2006.
17 A differentiation is made here between “having commercial activities” and
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overrides, some temples focus more on commercial activities rather than
their original role. Temple committee members and monks spend more time
attending to the commercial activities rather than on their primary roles.
This scenario is now called the “Shao Lin phenomenon” in reference to the
commercialization of Shao Lin Temple in China. The end result is that some
big temples in Malaysia ripped in millions of ringgit per year, while doing very
little in terms of Dhamma propagation and education.

Fourth, Alienation of monks. The primary role of a monk is self cultivation
and preaching of the Dhamma. When monks do not devote themselves
to this primary role instead spend their time on organizational activities,
administration, attending meetings, socializing (with wives of politicians and
wealthy supporters'®), all in the name of Dhamma propagation or welfare
works, their roles are alienated.

Not only are roles alienated, life styles are also alienated too. Some monks,
for instance, seek worldly recognition like academic qualification to the extent
that they were willing to obtain their PhDs or MBA from unknown sources!
Some monks live luxurious lives with cars, condos, TVs, DVDs, air-conditioned
bedrooms, karaoke sets, branded watches and spectacles. Admittedly some
of these amenities may be necessary for Dhamma propagation work but one
cannot deny the fact that most of the time these amenities were there to pamper
the senses of the monks concern.

When their roles and life styles are alienated, they may eventually slip into

disrepute, as in the case of a high-profile monk in Singapore.

“commercialization”.
18 Since politicians and wealthy supporters do not always have time for the monks,

the monks turned to socialize with their wives.
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Alienation? Paradigm?

In his paper presented at the First World Buddhist Forum (2006) in
Hangzhou, Prof. Yu Xiang Zhou pointed out that there are two possible
outcomes from the impact of globalization upon Buddhism, one is the alienation
of Buddhism from its Dhamma course, and the other is the emergence of
Buddhism as a new paradigm to the world.

The outcome now depends very much upon the leadership of the Buddhist
world. If there is greater awareness and sustained effort on the part of the
Buddhist leaders, there is a possibility that Buddhism may offer an alternative
paradigm to the world. Otherwise, Buddhism itself may be alienated, surviving
only in name.

Malaysian Buddhism must now wake up to face this reality.
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Malaysian Vajrayana Buddhist Timeline

Year Detail Teacher
A group of Malaysian devotees | His Holiness 16th Gyalwa
visited Nepal for a Buddhist Karmapa
1975 .
event, and met the late Holiness
16th Gyalwa Karmapa
Oct-76 HH 16th Gyal\fva Karmapa
visited Malaysia
10/9/1977 Ka@a Kagyu Dharma Society
registered
HH 16th Gyalwa Karmapa
1980 . .
second visit to Malaysia
27-19/7/%2 HH Dalia1 Lama visited
Malaysia
Kuantan Dharma Dzongsar Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche
18/7/83 . . .
Manjushri Society
1984 HH Sakya Trizin visit to His Holiness Sakya Trizin
Malaysia
3/7/1986 Trlylana Dh.ar.ma Cakra Vihara
Society, Taiping, Perak
28/2/89 Dharma House Society Sifu Kuan Ming
9/1/1990 Ka-Nying Ling registered H.E. Chokyi Nyima Rinpoche
22/3/90 Vajrayana Esoteric Taiping Chokchu Wangmo
5/5/1990 Sakya Tengge Ling His Holiness Sakya Trizin
14/2/91 Karma Kz.irgyu Buddhist Centre, |Lama Ketrup
Sg. Petani
Sakyamuni Dharma Centre, H.E. Khensur Rinpoche Jampa
11/8/1993 .
Petaling Jaya Yeshe
6/7/1994 Buddhist Meditation Centre H.E. the': Thll‘d Drabwang
Tsoknyi Rinpoche
L D Buddhi i
Mar-95 osang Dragpa Buddhist Society H.E. Lama Zopa Rinpoche

formed
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Year Detail Teacher
Dudjom New Treasure Buddhist |H.E. Dungse Garab Dorje
20/2/95 ; . .
Society registered Rinpoche
6/3/1997 Saraha Buddhist Society, Johor |H.E. Sharma Rinpoche
Bahru
Losang Dragpa Buddhist Society |H.E. Lama Zopa Rinpoche
21/5/98 . .
registered with ROS
4/6/1999 Chan Tian Chin Ser Melaka H.E. Gyaltsap Rinpoche
22/6/00 Trungram Buddhist Society H.E. the Fourth Trungram
Kuala Lumpur Gyaltrul Rinpoche
28/8/2000 Zur@ang Kagyud Buddhist H.E. the IZth Zurmang
Society, Kuala Lumpur Gharwang Rinpoche
5/9/2000 Tsoggkhapa Buddhist Society, |Dorjegalpo Vajra Guru
Perlis
12/6/2001 Karma World Buddhist Society, |Dugu Choegal Rinpoche
Kuala Lumpur
Penang Manjushri Vihara H.H. Drikung Kyabgon
6/4/2001 Buddhist Society Chetsang Thrinle Lhundrup
Rinpoche
Drikung Kagyu Kar Tashi, H.H. Drikung Kyabgon
11/7/2001  |Johor Chetsang Thrinle Lhundrup
Rinpoche
12/6/2002 Va]raya'na Bu.ddhlst Council of
Malaysia registered
16/2/04 Mindrolling Buddhist Society H:E. Ugyen Choephel
Rinpoche
1/9/2004 Dudjom Dharma House, H:E. Dungse Garab Dorje
Kuantan Rinpoche
15/9/04 Ngagyur Nyingmapa Buddhism |Yango Rinpoche

Centre formed
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